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The Pune International Film Festival proudly celebrates the birth centenary of the legendary
Raj Kapoor, dedicating its 23rd edition to this cinematic luminary. Known as the “Showman
of Indian Cinema,” Raj Kapoor’s work left an indelible mark on the world of Cinema. His
films created spectacular narratives that taught generations to dream.

Raj Kapoor’s films achieved remarkable popularity beyond India’s borders, especially in
Soviet Russia, China, and the Middle East. “Awaara” (1951), with its universal themes of
love and social justice, achieved unprecedented global acclaim and captivated international
audiences. It solidified Raj Kapoor’s status as a global icon. He drew inspiration from Italian
neorealism, capturing the raw realities of everyday life, while also echoing the poignant
social commentary found in Chaplin’s films. His focus on the plight of the poor, their
struggles, and their inherent dignity resonated deeply with audiences in newly independent
India as well as worldwide, transcending cultural and linguistic barriers.

Following in the footsteps of his illustrious father, Prithviraj Kapoor, Raj Kapoor carved out a
niche for himself in the annals of Indian cinema. His contributions as an actor, director, and
producer set new standards for storytelling and visual artistry. Films like “Shree 420”
(1955) and “Mera Naam Joker” (1970) showcased his profound understanding of human
emotions and societal dynamics.

As we celebrate Raj Kapoor's centenary, we express our deepest gratitude for his
unparalleled contributions to cinema. His films are more than just entertainment; they are an
integral part of India’s rich cinematic heritage. Through this festival, we honour his legacy
and continue to draw inspiration from his visionary work, ensuring that his spirit lives on in
the hearts of cinephiles around the world.
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World Cinema
Government of Maharashtra "Prabhat" Best International Film Z10Lakhs
Government of Maharashtra "Prabhat" Best International Film Director T 5Lakhs

Marathi Cinema
Government of Maharashtra "Sant Tukaram" Best International Marathi Film 3 5 Lakhs

Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Chitrapat Mahamandal - Best Director %25,000
Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Chitrapat Mahamandal - Best Actor %25,000
Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Chitrapat Mahamandal - Best Screenplay %25,000
Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Chitrapat Mahamandal - Best Cinematographer %25,000
Akhil Bhartiya Marathi Chitrapat Mahamandal - Best Actress %25,000

PIFF Special award
Instituted by Ms. Maria Prochazékova Student of the final year (Direction)
From the Film & Television Institude of India % 25,000
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Shri. Devendra Gangadharrao Fadnavis
Hon. Chief Minister &
Home Minister of Maharashtra

Devendra Fadnavis

Chilel Minister Muantralayne
Maharaahira g W Wi buad 2000 52

Dhwte: 17" Januiry, 2025

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pride so exieoal & warm welcome o all sttendees of the
23 Pune Intemational Film Festival (FIFF). This prestigious event, jointly orgmized
by the Giovernment of Maharshitrn and ibe Mme Film Foundaiion, has becorme a
bencon (or cimephiles, ilmmakers, and siontellen from scnoss the globe,

Cinermna is much more than oniertalament, # 5 o powerful mediom S
trunsconds boundarses, unites cultures, snd provolies thoaght. Over the years, PIFF
has emhodisd this spidl, serving as & plaiform where crestivity meets diversity and
wihere dories from every comer of the world find their sedience.

Whal makes PIFF truly exceptionsl {8 i commitment o making greal csnemi
secessihle 1o sudiences bevond Pune. Through s vear-rousd endeavors, the festival
tns berooght outstanding films 1o several cities aoross Maharskira, esrlching cultural
discourse and fostering o decper approcintion (or the an of filmmaking. This ouireach
reflects PETs vision of making cinema o shared experience that inspires and conneels
people from all walks of life.

Finally, | estend my spprociation 0 the dediciied icam of organisen, ihe
cabeored jury, ond evervone who has worked tirelessly o pesie and exocide this
remarkoble festival. Your simcere effons heve envared ibal PIFF continues 1o grow in
simtiere, year ailer yeur.

Let us iogether celetraty the magic of cimema and ihe siories 1hat unie us.

TE

{[evendra rldnﬂl]




Shri. Eknath Sambhaji Shinde

Hon. Deputy Chief Minister &
Minister of Urban Development,
Housing & Public Works (Public Ent.)

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
MAHARASHTRA STATE

Message

Heartfelt congratnlations to all organizers, filmmakers, technicians, nnd cinema
lvvers on the occasion of the 23nd Pume [nfernational Film Festival (PIFF) jointly
organized by the Govermment of Maharashtra and Mune Film Foundation.

Cimemn s not just 0 mediem ol entertainment but & powerful ool for shaping
sochety, reflecting cultural values, and bringing socinl change. It has the ability 1o
showease reality, emotions, and diverse perspectives from sround the warld. The Pung
Intermational Film Festival has become a prestigious platform that celebrates the uri of
filmmnking by bringing together outstanding films from India and ocross the globe.

Through PIFF, remaned omisis, directord, and techaiciang from the global film
industry come fogether o exchange ideas and inspine future genertions ol Gimmakers

This festival sevves 2 a greal leaming oxperience fir budding dircciors and
cinephiles. offering o ghmpse into different colures snd storyiclling traditions. [t s
indoed & proud mament that this lestival continues to clevate Indinn cinesma on the global
slafe.

1 exiend my best wishes 1o the emire PIFF wam for their successful efforts in
orgonkeing this remarkable festival.

May this evert continue @ inspire amd nurure cimematic excellence while
gentributing to the growth of the lndian film industry, A

1
%,

(4

(Eknath Sambhaji Shinde)



Shri. Ajit Anantrao Pawar
Hon. Deputy Chief Minister &
Minister of Finance of Maharashtra
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DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

MAHARASHTRA STATE

Thie :- 23 Ipnuary 3028

MESSAGE

| s henored to extend o hearty welcome o &ll delegnies, esteemed jury
members and filmmakers i Pune &t tbe 23nd Pune Intemational Film
Festival (FIFF). Jaistly srgantsed by the Governmeni of Mahasshira and
the Pume Film Foundstion this lcomic evend contimues to be o premies
plariorm for celehrating the magic of cimema
Maharashirs as the home of the Hindi film indusiry and the binhplace of
Indsan cinema, prowadly hosts ane of the largest and most indfluential flm
indusiries in the world. From it illusirious pasi to fis dynamic preseni,
our state has been o cradie of creativity, nururing inkes and produocing
stories that tarscend borders. FIFF embodies this legacy, offering a
space where cinematic excelbmoe and caltural diaboguee converge,

This wear's fesiival promises 16 be o remarksble ose, with Glo from
acress (he globe and fresh volces making their mark in Marathi ond
Indiam cinema. PIFF serves ao o beacon fof flmmakers o ahoweise thile
artitry ikl for cinephiles to immeme themselves in the nchness of
morvielling.

With a privibege to witness films from over 50 cousirses, PIFF transforms
o @ vilmant tnpesiry of oultures. Through these fims, we not ondy gain
msight imio diverse imdifions and perspectives b alio neaffirm the
universal nsiure of haman emotions, Cleema, a8 a refllection of like
undercores how our shared experiences unite us far beyond our appares
differences.

All the delegates, participants, aed cinephiles sharing their passhon and
engagement would breathe life into PIFF for sare. | am confident that the

Tipd edition will be s memorable celebration of crestivity, @versaty,
/‘q’;——f’f

—_— (Afit Pawar)



Adyv. Ashish Shelar

Hon. Minister For Information Technology,
Cultural Affairs

Government of Maharashtra, Mantralaya

ADV, ASHISH SHELAR

MINISTER VOR INFORMATION TECHSOH INY.
CULTERAL AFFAIRS

¥ ianrraintid o ShETFERNME Wi

Dt 200002025

It gives me grest pleasure 10 welcome you all to the 23rd Pune Intermational Film
Festival (PIFF), o remarkoble celebration of cinema that has enriched our cultual
lapdscape for pver two decades. Crganized jolntly by the Government of Mahsrashirs and
the Pune Film Foundation, this festival cominues (o 58 new benchmarks in honoring the

art of storytelling.

This vesr is particularly special ns PIFF celebrates the contenary vear of Raj Kapoor,
one of [ndinn cioems's most jconde figares. His timeless contributions o the an fomm
resonate ot just in [ndia but across the globe. | am alse elatesd te note that PIFF las
expanded 45 reach internationnlly, becoming the only Indian film festival 1o bold editions
in San Francioo. Farthenmone, 1 take [mimense pride in PIFFs efTons 1o bring the magic
of cinema 1o multiphe cities across Maharashira, ensuring that sudicnees stntewide have the
opportunity o expericncs the richness of this an form,

| take this opporiunity lo acknowledge the organizers, the jury, and cveryone
working tinclessly 1o make this festival a suocess, Your unwavering dedication ensures that
PIFF remains a bencon fior filmmakers and cinephiles nlike.

To all the participants and sttendees— your passion and emhusissm are what make
this festival truly special. T am certain that the 23nd adition of FIFF will not cnly be

memorble but will also inspire many more storyicllers o share their unigque perspectives
with the workd,

-
¢ AshisH Babaji Shelar)




Shri. Murlidhar Mohol
Hon. Minister of State for Civil Aviation and
Cooperation Government of India
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MUHLIIMAR MOHOL ATEA ST
— Mintatar of Stale for
Civil Aviation and Cobparation
Fivemrmrmond Of lindin

Shri. Mariidhar Kisanras Mohal
Mindster of State for Co-operation and Civil Aviatlen, Goveriment of Tnilia
hember of Pariimment, Pune
M armmskar,

I i am honour 1o sddress the X3nd Pune Intemationa] Fikm Festival (PIFF), an event that neinfonoes Pune’s
stamifing as o culturl and intellectunl hub, Film festivals have been instnamemial in the evolusion of cinema,
trnnsigfoning from thelr modernist roots to beooming dynamic cultieral platiorms in the dgial age. Today, they
serve md inclusive spaces whete experimendal works merge with mainstream narealives, murmuriag el and
attenilating erftical discorse,

Pune has always been & city that valses creativity and dinlogue snd PIFF reflects these (deals. Since its
imception, it has grovwn into a vibent platform that bridges owr city s anistic iraditions with the glohal cisematic
landscape. FIFF fliils & dual respomsibiliny: celebrating cetablished cinematic woaks while introducing
smulbences e groundhreskng Mlms (ha define new direciions for ihe [ndisiry.

An PIFF marks its 23nd year, it ighlights o generational joumey of discovering mlent, critiguing tresds and
presenting fikms that challenge narme. In 2002, whea FFF began, cinema stood of the brink of § digital
trnsformntion. Metflix, which began & o video rental service In 1997, revolutbodsed cleema ileough
sireaming by 2007, Simidlarly, PIFF mus continiss to adag and bidld on s legacy, apiring 8o rank amoag the
o 1 ot ol over 3,500 global (lm fesifvoly—a goal that nesonsdes with Pone™s culuml stature,

| comimend the arganssers, volunteers and filmmakens whese dedication brings this festival o e each venr:
The upcaming milésons of sitver jubilee edition should insplre enewed comanitment 1o making PIFF a
halimark of creativity amd n prosd reflacthon of Pune's cubieral fourmey. | am sure that with collective efforts,
FIFF will comtines 1o enbance Pune's global presence snd make every Punekar prouil




Shri. Vikas Kharage
I.A.S., Additional Chief Secretary
(Cultural Affairs) Maharashtra State
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MESSAGE

It is & profousd henor o withess the 23rd Pune International Fllm Festival [PIFF), &
prestigioes gathering that celebrates the tmnleas art of cinema. Organiped by the
Gevernment of Maharashtra in collaboration with the Pune Film Foundation, this festival
slands &5 @ lestamest 10 our shared commitment (o fostering eultural dialogiss and artistic

Epressnn,

Maharashira has borgy been & psoneoring lerce in the world of cinema, shaping its evalution
s i poseriul medium of stocpieling. PIFF carries lorward this ilustriouss legacy, providing
an isvalusbie platfarm for both repowned and emergng Fmmakers o share their unique
wites. 11 18 @ Spacy whirs croativity Boorishes, ideas mtersect, and sudiences are insgired.

This year's (estival presents @ rich ond diverse selection af fAlms from across the globe—
gach a rellection al the cullures, expeticnoes, and naratives thai defise our world. These
cimpmaic works affer us & window it lves and perpectives different from our awn
whibe realfirming the universal Ruman spirls thay enives us oll

Tes the fimmaokers, sriists delegates, amd cinophiles gathered here, your passhon and
irfgagenment breathe Life into this fetival 10 your enthasiaem thar tansforms PIFF nio a
witieasnil lorum for aristic exchange and appreciatio

I estersl my Bearifelt felicitilions 18 the &fganizers, voluricers, jury members, and the
seleiisan committoe, whose dedication amd tirebiss effarcs make this estraordinary
reletwation if Einema pessihle.

s we einhark an this sinematic journey, let us embrace the stoces than challongs, inspirs,
angl bronden our understamding of the world, May thls festival be an enriching and

memarable experience [or everyane.

[Vikas Kharage]
Aibditinnal Cleiel Sserotary 1o Cliel Minister and
dhditinal Chicl Seerolary, Dept. of Codtural AfTair




Smt. Swati Mhase Patil
L.A.S., MD-MFSCDC

Swati Mhase Patil , IAS

It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all to the 23rd edition of the Pune
International Film Festival (PIFF), organized with the support of the Government of
Mabharashtra and the Pune Film Foundation. Over the past two decades, the overwhelming
love and encouragement this festival has received has been truly humbling.

Cinema, to me, is far more than just what we see on the screen—it’s a powerful medium
that connects with audiences on the deepest, most primal levels. In this milestone year, the
23rd edition of PIFF aspires to illuminate the role of cinema as a beacon of hope—both for
the filmmaker and the audience.

This festival serves as a platform to spotlight a rich tapestry of films, each offering unique
perspectives on hope and the human spirit. I hope that cinephiles, like myself and
countless others, continue to deepen their love and appreciation for this extraordinary art
form through the experiences offered by PIFF.

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to the organizers and jury for their
unwavering dedication and hard work in curating such an expansive and inspiring film
festival.

A special thanks goes to the delegates, whose participation makes this celebration of
cinema possible. So, let us come together and celebrate the magic of cinema!

Warm regards

Swati Mhase Patil

Managing Director

Mabharashtra Film, Stage & Cultural Development Corporation Ltd
Dadasaheb Phalke Chitranagari,

Film City, Mumbai



Dr.Jabbar Patel PIFF
Chairman/Director PIFF

Director’'s Cut

I couldn’t be more thrilled to welcome you to the 23rd Pune International Film Festival.
For eight unforgettable days, our city will become a vibrant tapestry of stories, emotions,
and ideas as we showcase the latest gems from around the globe.

There’s something magical about how cinema transcends borders. Each film, whether
whispered in a familiar tongue or articulated in a language entirely new to us, speaks to the
universal chords of humanity. Films offer fresh perspectives, challenge our notions, and
shed light on the myriad facets of the human spirit. It’s this boundless ability to connect us
all that fuels my passion year after year.

This year holds special significance as we pay tribute to the legendary Raj Kapoor on the
occasion of his birth centenary. Isn’t it incredible how legends like Raj Kapoor have
shaped the very fabric of cinema? His work not only entertained but also brought profound
insights into society and the human condition.

From the bustling streets captured in urban tales to the silent whispers of documentaries,
there’s a universe waiting to be explored. Our World Competition segment offers a rich
tapestry of cultures and experiences. On the other hand, our Marathi competition shines a
spotlight on the incredible talent thriving right here at home. It’s a testament to our
commitment to celebrate both global narratives and our own local voices.

Watching the city come alive with the buzz of screenings, discussions, and impromptu
debates at coffee stalls fills me with a joy that’s hard to put into words. It’s a reminder of
how deeply rooted the love for cinema is in our community.

So, I invite each and every one of you to join us. Dive into stories that move you, challenge
you, and perhaps even change you a little. Engage with fellow film lovers, share your

thoughts, and let’s celebrate the artistry and emotion that cinema brings into our lives.
Here’s to a festival filled with captivating narratives and unforgettable moments!

Dr. Jabbar Patel



International Award
for Creative Music
and Sound

Instituted in 2010, the S.D. Burman International Award for Creative Music
and Sound celebrates the versatile and prolific musical talents in Indian
cinema. Named in honour of the legendary Indian music composer S.D.
Burman, the award acknowledges his unparalleled ability to blend the
diverse sounds of India into his compositions. This prestigious award also
underscores the vital role that music plays in our cinema and cultural
heritage.

Award recipients hail from various musical backgrounds, including classical
music maestros, popular film music composers, and accomplished singers.
This award has become a valuable addition to the Pune International Film
Festival (PIFF), offering delegates a unique insight into the world of Indian
cinema. Through their interactions with the awardees, delegates gain a
deeper appreciation of the seamless integration of poetry and music into the
narrative of Indian films.



S. D. Burman Awardees Legacy

2

Mohammed
Zahur Khayyam llaiyaraaja

Hari Prasad Hridaynath
Chaurasia Mangeshkar







S. D. Burman International Award
for Creative Music and Sound

Kavita Krishnamurthy

Kavita Krishnamurthy is a legendary playback singer whose
melodious voice has graced Indian cinema and captivated
audiences for decades. Born on January 25, 1958, in New Delhi,
she began her musical journey at a young age, showcasing her
talent in school competitions and later studying classical music
under the tutelage of Pandit Balram Puri.

Her career in playback singing took off in the 1980s when she
worked with legendary composers like R.D. Burman and
Laxmikant-Pyarelal. Her ability to adapt to various musical styles
made her a favourite among music directors. Kavita gained
widespread recognition with chartbusters like "Hawa Hawai" from
Mr. India (1987) and "Tumse Milkar Na Jaane Kyun" from Pyaar
Jhukta Nahin (1985). In the 1990s, she cemented her place as one
of Bollywood's leading voices with hits like "Dola Re Dola" from
Devdas (2002) and "Aaj Main Upar" from Khamoshi (1996).

Kavita's voice seamlessly blends classical finesse with modern
versatility, enabling her to shine in genres ranging from classical
ragas to soulful ballads. Her dedication to music has earned her
numerous accolades, including the Padma Shri in 2005. A global
icon, Kavita continues to inspire music lovers, embodying
excellence and passion for her craft.




PIFF Distinguished Award

PIFF

The allure of the silver screen has captivated audiences for over a
century. It is the tireless efforts of countless individuals that allow us to
celebrate the enchantment of cinema worldwide. Writers, directors,
actors, musicians, singers, and technicians have all poured their heart
and soulinto this art form, making the world a more beautiful place.

Since its inception, the Pune International Film Festival (PIFF) has
honoured many distinguished artists and craftsmen for their remarkable
contributions to the field of cinema. As we celebrate the magic of cinema,
we must pay our respects to those who have evoked such profound
emotionsin us. The PIFF Distinguished Award for Contribution to Cinema
is our humble expression of gratitude.



PIFF Distinguished Awardees Legacy
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Sharm_ila Tagore

Shammi Kapoor Shashi Kapoor Sulochana Didi Hema Malini



PIFF Distinguished Awardees Legacy
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Shubhash Ghai

Shatrughan Sinha Tanuja Mukherjee Krzysztof Zanussi Soumitra Chatterjee




PIFF Distinguished Awardees Legacy
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Dilip Prabhavalkar
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Enoch Daniels Ameen Sayani Goutam Ghose Leela Gandhi
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